Name: ​​​​​​___________________                                                           Date: __________

Guinea: Introduction

Directions:

Read the below carefully, then answer questions on the last page.

Guinea is located on the Atlantic Coast of West Africa and is bordered by Guinea-Bissau, Senegal, Mali, Cote d'Ivoire, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. The country is divided into four geographic regions: A narrow coastal belt (Lower Guinea); the pastoral Fouta Djallon highlands (Middle Guinea); the northern savanna (Upper Guinea); and a southeastern rain-forest region (Forest Guinea). The Niger, Gambia, and Senegal Rivers are among the 22 West African rivers that have their origins in Guinea. The coastal region of Guinea and most of the inland have a tropical climate, with a rainy season lasting from May to November, relatively high and uniform temperatures, and high humidity. Conakry's year-round average high is 29 degrees C (85 °F), and the low is 23 degrees C (74 °F); its average annual rainfall is 4.3 metres (169 inches). Sahelian Upper Guinea has a shorter rainy season and greater daily temperature variations.

Area: total: 245,857 km  (Comparative: slightly smaller than Oregon)

Population: 9,690,222 (July 2006 est.)
Elevation extremes: lowest point: Atlantic Ocean 0 m;  Highest point: Mont Nimba 1,752 m

Ethnic Groups: Peuhl 40%, Malinke 30%, Soussou 20%, smaller ethnic groups 10%

Religious Groups: Muslim 85%, Christian 8%, indigenous beliefs 7%

Languages: French (official).  Each ethnic group also has its own language.
Climate: generally hot and humid; monsoonal-type rainy season (May to November) with southwesterly winds; dry season (December to April) with northeasterly harmattan winds

Harmattan – an extremely dry, dusty wind from the Sahara that blows toward the western coast of Africa between November and April

Natural resources: bauxite, iron ore, diamonds, gold, uranium, hydropower, fish

Environment - current issues: deforestation; inadequate supplies of potable water; desertification; soil contamination and erosion; overfishing, overpopulation in forest region

Below are two charts compiled according to data collected by the United Nations Development Programme for an index called the Human Development Index (HDI).  The HDI ranks 177 countries according to the relative well-being of their populations, as measured by data about their income, education, and health.  The most recent HDI (compiled with statistics from 2004) gave Norway the highest ranking (for the relative well-being of its population) and Niger the lowest ranking. 

Chart A shows the rankings of several different countries, including the United States and Guinea, according to the indicators of Life Expectancy (at birth), Adult Literacy Rate (over 15 years of age), and Education Enrollment (the percentage of the school-age population that is actually attending school). Chart B focuses only on Guinea and shows the differences between the achievements of women and men according to the same indicators.
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*Literacy rates are not available for several countries, such as the United States, presumably because those rates approach 100%.

CHART B
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Refer back to information on the first two pages to answer the following questions.

1. How many major ethnic groups make up the Guinean population?

2. What religion is the most represented among Guineans?

3. What is the HDI rank of Guinea?  How many countries are included in the HDI index?

4. How much money (Chart A) does the average person in Guinea earn each year?  How much money does the average person earn in Japan?  In Niger?  

5. How long should a person born in Guinea (Chart A) expect to live?

6. How does this compare to the United States?

7. In Guinea (Chart B), how much money does the average female earn in a year?  How does this compare (higher or lower) to how much money the average male earns?

8. In Guinea (Chart B), do women or men have higher life expectancies?

9. What is the literacy rate for women in Guinea, and how does it compare to the literacy rate for men?

10. In Guinea (Chart B), out of every one hundred school-age girls, how many of them actually are enrolled in school?  Out of every one hundred school-age boys, how many of them are actually enrolled in school?

Critical Thinking:

What is the overall HDI ranking of the United States?  (Name at least two countries that have higher rankings than the US.)  Were you surprised that the United States was not at the top of the list?  Why or why not?  Do you think that there are similar differences in the life expectancies, literacy rates, education enrollment figures, and income for women and men in the United States?  Why or why not?
