Definitions of Patriarchy

Patriarchy. (n)
1.a form of social organization in which the father is the supreme authority in the family, clan, or tribe.

2. a society, community, or country based on this social organization.  (www. dictionary.com)
Patriarchy.  Literally ‘rule of the father’; the term was originally used to describe social systems based on the authority of male heads of household.  It has now acquired a more general usage, especially in some feminist theories, where it has come to mean male domination in general. (A Dictionary of Sociology, 2005) 

Patriarchy.  Patriarchy may be defined as the “rule of the father” that extends beyond the confines of the family to include the governance of men and the dominance of male values in a society as a whole.  Patriarchal dominance, whether that of male heads of extended families or…of senior men within a given political dispensation, gives men control over the familial and political economy; limits women’s freedom of sexual expression and alliance; marginalizes or excludes them from political and religious leadership; and limits their education and sometimes their freedom of movement. (Encyclopedia of Religion, 2nd Ed.)

Patriarchy (from Greek: pater (genitive form patris, showing the root patr-), meaning father and arché meaning rule) is the anthropological term used to define the sociological condition where fathers have supreme authority within families and male members of a society tend to predominate in positions of power; with the more powerful the position, the more likely it is that a male will hold that position. The term patriarchy is also used in systems of ranking male leadership in certain hierarchical churches or religious bodies (see patriarch and Patriarchate). Examples include the Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox churches.

 In gender studies, the word patriarchy often refers to a social organization marked by the supremacy of a male figure, group of male figures, or men in general. It is depicted as subordinating women, children, and those whose genders or bodies defy traditional man/woman categorization.

Many feminist writers consider patriarchy to be the basis on which most modern societies have been formed. They argue that it is necessary and desirable to get away from this model to achieve gender equality. (Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 2004).
